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1983-1987T I M E L I N E

Advocacy

• Established the Political Asylum
Project to assist individuals seeking
asylum based on politically motivated
human rights violations.

• Established the Inquest Procedures
Project to work with forensic 
pathologists to prepare guidelines for
dealing with cases of alleged political
killings.

• Launched the Indigenous Peoples’
Project and prepared a brief for 
submission to the United Nations
advocating an international obligation
of all members to bargain in good
faith with their indigenous 
populations. Assisted the U.N.
Commission on Human Rights in
drafting a resolution respecting 
participation by indigenous peoples in
the work of the United Nations.

• Launched the Right to Leave and
Return Project and assisted in a study
for the United Nations on the right to
leave and return to one’s country.

• Established the Amicus Briefs Project
to prepare briefs on U.S. cases 
involving international human rights,
norms, or issues. Submitted amicus
briefs in the Ninth Circuit on the issue
of Sison v. Marcos and to the U.S.
District Court for the Northern
District of California.

• Launched the first Human Rights
Awards Dinner, where Minneapolis
Mayor Donald Fraser was honored 
for his achievement in the area of
international human rights. Hosted
this event annually, acknowledging
the contributions of individuals in 
the field and celebrating the 
milestones of the organization.

• Established the North Korea Project
to develop a methodology for human
rights fact-finding in a closed country.

• Proposed and helped establish the
Minnesota Center for the Treatment
of Victims of Torture.

• Appeared as amicus curiae in the case
of Gaspersohn v. Harnet County Board

of Education in the Supreme Court of
North Carolina.

• Initiated a project to encourage the
United States to provide funds to the
U.N. Voluntary Fund for Victims of
Torture.

• Supported a proposed Minneapolis
city ordinance on divestment in South
Africa.

• Issued a 33-page report on Autopsy
Standards and disseminated it to the
United Nations, other international
organizations, and NGOs.

• Launched the Habeas Corpus Project
to search for the disappeared in
Guatemala.

• Produced a documentary about Alicia
de Garcia and the Committee of
Mothers of the Disappeared in 
El Salvador.

• Launched the Campaign for
Disappeared Children in Argentina.

• Assisted in securing the release of

Louis and Nadia Smith at the 1985
Human Rights Awards Dinner

Louis and Nadia Smith at the 2nd Annual Human Right s 
Awards Dinner

Former Board member Bill Cameron on study tour to
Central America, led by the Augsburg Center for Glo bal
Concern and Mayor Don Fraser in the late 1980s
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Ioan Ruta (Romania), Yegor Volkav
(USSR) and Alain Recourt (Haiti) from
imprisonment.

• Launched a campaign for Mariel
Cubans in Minnesota and Louisiana
who were indefinitely detained after
completing criminal sentences.

Education

• Hosted a discussion on the Supreme
Court’s opinion in INS v. Stevic 
and Congress’ actions concerning 
the Simpson-Mazzoli immigration 
litigation.

• Launched the International Human
Rights Treaties Project to promote the
ratification of human rights treaties
and subsequently promoted the 
ratification of various international
human rights treaties by the U.S.
Senate.

• Invited Jovito Salonga, President of
the principal opposition party in the
Philippines, and hosted a presentation

on Philippine politics, the Philippine
elections, and the status of the 
campaign for human rights in the
Philippines. Hosted a travel seminar
to the Philippines.

• Hosted presentations by: Kim Dae
Jung, the principal South Korean
opposition leader and a noted human
rights advocate; Wladyslaw Sila-Nowicki,
a prominent Polish human rights
lawyer and legal advisor to Solidarity;
and Tatiana Yankelvich, the 
stepdaughter of Soviet dissident and
Nobel Laureate Andrei Sakharov. Also
hosted “Political Developments and
Human Rights Issues in Thailand” by
Sutham Saengpratoom and Ke Xiao
Ming, a law faculty member at Fudan
University in Shanghai, China. 

• Held a seminar concerning the World
Court and Nicaragua v. United States ,
and hosted travel seminars to El
Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua.

• Presented a program on the impact of
the Holocaust on international human
rights law.

• Started the annual asylum training
seminar to train lawyers on the basics
of asylum law and procedure. Held
training annually to recruit and edu-
cate attorneys.

• Wrote a monthly feature column in
the St. Paul Pioneer Press & Dispatch
requesting letters on behalf of political
prisoners.

• Held seminars on the use of medical
testimony in asylum cases, 
international human rights, and 
remedies for Southeast Asian
refugees.

• Co-sponsored a seminar, “Victims of
Torture: Recognition and Treatment,”
with the Center for Victims of Torture. 

• Presented on human rights issues at
William Mitchell College of Law, and
presented on ways to get involved to
the Minnesota Bar community.

Tom and Victoria Johnson, David Weissbrodt and Patr icia
Schaffer at the 2nd Annual Human Rights Awards Dinn er

Board Member Wood Foster speaking 
at the 4th Annual Human Rights 
Awards Dinner



1983-1987T I M E L I N E

13

Research

• Established the Human Rights
Violations Project to investigate and
oppose violations in countries such as
Albania, Argentina, North Korea,
Pakistan, Poland, South Africa, Soviet
Union, Taiwan, Yugoslavia, and 
various Central American countries.

• Launched the Geneva Conventions
Project and conducted research
regarding the application of the
Geneva Convention to military aid 
for El Salvador and Afghanistan.

• Sent a delegation to El Salvador to
work with the Committee of the
Mothers of the Disappeared. 

• Conducted research and submitted
material to the U.N. on human rights
violations in Albania, particularly as it
relates to Greek-Albanians. 

• Investigated human rights violations
in Chile.

• Established the Foreign Election
Project to sponsor the creation of a 
bi-partisan group to monitor elections
in foreign countries.

• Established the Independence of the
Legal Profession Project to study the
protection of lawyers, judges, and
jurors internationally. Developed and
submitted a statement to the U.N.
Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities regarding the problems of
protecting the independence of jurors.

• Established the Trial Observation
Project to send observers to trials of
human rights interest in such 
countries as Namibia. Sent a 
delegation to South Africa to observe
a treason trial and to observe trials
regarding the country’s system of
legal segregation under apartheid.

• Sent a delegation to Uruguay to
observe the national election and
monitored and publicized the fairness
of the 1985 election process in Liberia.

• Sent delegations to the International
Rehabilitation and Research Centre
for Torture Victims in Copenhagen,
Denmark.

• Sent delegations to Harlingen, Texas
to examine the status of Central
American refugees.

• Sent a delegation to visit human
rights organizations, lawyers, and
judges in El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
and Honduras.

• Investigated the case of Judge Carlos
Cerda in Chile, who had been 
unjustly suspended from his judicial
duties for opposing a higher court
order to stop his investigation into the 
“disappearance” of ten individuals.

• Observed the trial of Ioan Constantina
Ruta in Bucharest, Romania.

• Sent a delegation to Guatemala to
investigate the status of habeas 
corpus cases.

• Sent a delegation to South Korea and
Japan to interview knowledgeable
sources concerning human rights in
North Korea. 

• Sent a delegation to Tunisia to 
investigate the alleged suppression of
the activities of the Tunisian League
of Human Rights.

The Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo, 1987

Former Board member Richard Ihrig with
children on trip to Central America



14

1988-1992T I M E L I N E

Advocacy

• Testified before the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights in
Washington, D.C. on the Committee’s
use of habeas corpus petitions in
search of Guatemala’s disappeared
persons.

• Testified before the Congressional
Human Rights Caucus on legal issues
concerning disappearances in Romania,
Sri Lanka, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, and Guatemala.

• Launched a campaign on behalf of 
the 18 opposition groups and human
rights organizations banned by the
government of South Africa.

• Launched a campaign on behalf of
attorneys arrested in Paraguay for
planning a rally to observe the 
40th Anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

• Submitted an amicus brief to the
Inter-American Court of Human
Rights and drafted an amicus brief

to the Board of Immigration Appeals
concerning the denial of asylum for 
a Salvadoran client.

• Sent a representative to a forum of
international human rights lawyers 
in Manila in support of Filipino 
attorneys threatened for their work in
the Free Legal Assistance Group.

• Participated in a colloquium in
Argentina to consider the need for an
International Convention against the
Forced Disappearance of Persons.

• Sent a representative to the 44th 
Session of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights to 
monitor the adoption of general 
principles regarding death 
investigations.

• Established a Corporate Focus Group,
including lawyers from the general
counsel’s offices of various local 
businesses, to increase involvement of
business leaders in human rights
issues.

• Joined a campaign to secure interna-
tional protection for Cambodians in
Thai refugee camps and repatriation
of Cambodians after the projected
withdrawal of Vietnamese forces.
Provided written testimony to the U.S.
House Subcommittee on Immigration,
Refugees, and International Law on
the use of humanitarian parole for
family reunification of Cambodians.

• Reviewed the autopsies performed 
on the six Jesuits assassinated in 
El Salvador.

• Secured the establishment of the
Minnesota State Bar Association’s
International Bar Relations Committee
to develop relationships between the
MSBA and Bar Associations of foreign
countries.

• Met with U.S. Under-Secretary 
of State for Human Rights and
Humanitarian Affairs, Richard
Schifter, on emerging human rights
concerns.

• Testified before the U.S. Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, 

Guests at the 9th Annual Human Rights Awards
Dinner reception at International Market Square



advocating U.S. ratification of the
Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, adopted by
the U.N. in 1984.

• Led a delegation to train public 
officials of the Czech and Slovak
Federal Republic.

• The Supreme Court granted a certiori
in Sullivan v. Louisiana , a death 
sentence case handled by a volunteer
of Minnesota Advocates.

• In the Fifth Circuit, death row inmate
Alvin Scott Loyd, represented by a
Minnesota Advocates volunteer, won
habeas corpus relief and a right to a
rehearing on his death sentence.

• Provided legal assistance to 281 clients
with their asylum and humanitarian
parole cases.

• Called on Canada, Mexico, and the
U.S. to link their participation in 
NAFTA with a new commitment to
enforce international human rights
law.

Education

• Helped plan an international 
conference in Warsaw, Poland on the
implementation of the U.N.
Declaration on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion 
or Belief.

• Sponsored a forum to address the
international legal implications of the
Palestinian-Israeli struggle over the
West Bank.

• Held a bipartisan forum on the U.N.
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

• Sponsored a seminar on the human
rights work of U.N. Special Rapporteurs
in 1988 at the Palais des Nations in
Geneva.

• Aired a monthly cable television 
program, “Human Rights: The
Minnesota Connection.”

• Initiated a luncheon speaker series on
South Africa entitled, “Perspectives
on Apartheid.”

• Sponsored a study tour to the
Philippines led by Minneapolis Mayor
Donald Fraser and met with President
Corazon Aquino and the Secretaries
of Foreign Affairs, Defense, and
Justice.

• Held trainings for human rights 
investigators in Mexico.

• Sponsored a travel seminar to Israel
and the Occupied Territories.

• Held a seminar for the training of 
asylum volunteers (officials of the U.N.
High Commissioner for Refugees 
traveled from Geneva, Switzerland
and Washington, D.C. to participate),
co-sponsored an international 
seminar “Identity, Filiation, and
Restitution: 25 Years of Struggle by the
Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo.”

• Co-sponsored video screenings of
“Echoes of Discontent” exemplifying
the interrelationship between art and
human rights.

1988-1992T I M E L I N E
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Sam Heins and Barbara Frey at the 
7th Annual Human Rights Awards
Dinner

Former Board member Bill Cameron with Board member Jim Dorsey



• Established the Human Rights
Education Project to teach tolerance
and understanding and to raise
awareness of world problems and
solutions.

• Gave instruction on free speech issues
to Czech law students in Prague.

Research

• Sent delegation to Haiti to document
human rights abuses against children.
Testified about children’s rights in
Haiti before the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights.

• Investigated the work of the Australia
Royal Commission on Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander deaths in 
custody and presented the result to
U.N. Working Group.

• Sent a delegation to the Philippines to
observe lawyers representing 
individuals accused of political crimes.

• Researched the use of habeas corpus
in human rights cases in Argentina.

• Investigated human rights 
conditions of the Sikh minority 
in India.

• Interviewed exiled Albanians in
Greece, Yugoslavia, and Italy.

• Investigated the judiciary’s use of
habeas corpus for disappearances and
other human rights abuses in
Guatemala.

• Sent delegations to the Philippines to
interview former foreign workers in
Saudi Arabia.

• Traveled to Mexico to investigate 
border violations of human rights;
investigate and assess human rights

and the justice system; and 
investigated the murder of journalist
and political activist Dr. Victor Manuel
Orpeza Contreas in Mexico. Sent 
delegations to Mexico to investigate
human rights conditions in Chiapas.

• Investigated the human rights 
conditions at the INS Krome
Detention Center in Miami, Florida.

• Conducted a mission to Cairo and
London to obtain firsthand 
information from Arab human 
rights groups and former residents 
of Saudi Arabia.

• Visited Albania to investigate the
effectiveness of legal reforms.

• Investigated indigenous rights in
Guatemala.

• Submitted country reports on the 
status of women in Romania,
Nicaragua, and Peru to the U.N.
Committee on the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women.

• Sent a representative as Legal Officer
to the African Commission on Human
Rights in Gambia.

• Sent a delegation to Kenya to 
investigate conditions of Somali
refugees.

1988-1992T I M E L I N E
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Paul Wellstone with members of the 1992 Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rights Board of Directors 

Board member Skip Humphrey and
Rabbi Steven Pinsky



Advocacy

• Launched a campaign to respond to
human rights violations in Haiti after
the violent military coup in September
1991.

• Brought international attention to
escalating human rights violations in
Kosovo and drafted the “Minnesota
Plan” to prevent massive human rights
violations in Kosovo. Traveled to Kosovo
to test recommendations for conflict
prevention.

• Sent delegations to the U.N. World
Conference on Human Rights in
Geneva, Switzerland.

• Assisted Tibetans resettling in
Minnesota.

• Sent delegation to Macedonia to
research and document domestic 
violence. Sent a joint delegation to
Macedonia and worked for the 
constitutional and legislative 
protection of ethnic minorities.

• Campaigned on behalf of death row
inmate Gary Graham, resulting in
three stays of his execution date.

• Provided legal assistance to 2,304
refugees and asylum seekers.

• Established the B.I.A.S. (Building
Immigrant Awareness and Support)
Project to combat anti-immigrant 
sentiment in Minnesota.

• Established the Conflict Prevention
Project and sent delegations to Kosovo
and Macedonia to investigate conflict
prevention efforts.

• Worked with women’s rights groups in
Romania to increase public education
on the issue of domestic violence and
on the international standards that
exist to prevent it.

• Filed amicus briefs on an espionage
case in Albania, a religious freedom
case in Pakistan, the International
Legal Standards in California’s
Proposition 187 litigation, and in
response to the request of the 

government of Mexico for an advisory
opinion related to a death row inmate
who was a Mexican national.

• Launched the Harry A. Blackmun
Project, a three-pronged initiative to
educate about death penalty issues.

• Represented death row inmate Donald
Gunsby, who was granted a new trial
by the Supreme Court of Florida.

• Co-sponsored the first Inter-Balkan
Workshop on Domestic Violence in
Tirana, Albania.

• Launched the Child Survival Project.

• Launched the Campaign Against
Forced Child Labor.

• Hosted a conference in Sofia, Bulgaria,
for women from 12 countries on legal
strategies to combat domestic violence
in conjunction with two Albanian
human rights groups, and held 
workshops on domestic violence in
Bulgaria.

1993-1997T I M E L I N E
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Jim Volling, Sister Helen Prejean, and Barbara Frey  at the 11th Annual 
Human Rights Awards Dinner

Former Refugee and Immigrant
Program Director Richard Thomas



• Responded to approximately1305
requests for information on 
immigration issues, country 
documentation, and referrals.

Education

• Hosted “The Refugee and Immigrant
Experience,” a conference for
Minnesota high school students on
causes and conditions of refugee flight
and survival, human rights, and 
immigration issues. 

• Co-sponsored the conference “The
American Community: Melting Pot or
Boiling Point.” 

• Trained educators and community
leaders in Worthington on 
immigration.

• Developed a coalition of Fargo/Moorhead
residents to address immigration and
diversity issues.

• Held a conference “The New
Immigration Law: What Does It
Mean? What Do We Do Now?”

• Spoke at an international conference
in Mexico focusing on human rights,
as well as sociological, historical, and
anthropological concerns in rural
Mexico.

• Sent 20 representatives to attend 
the United Nations Fourth World
Conference on Women in Beijing and
co-sponsored two local seminars on
women’s human rights to educate
about the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action.

• Produced “In the Spirit of Peace,” a
program for children, on Radio AAHS
(AM1280).

• Published Energy of a Nation - a high
school-level video and curriculum
guide and an elementary-level 
curriculum guide on immigration.

• Created an organizational video:
Connected by the Human Spirit .

• Conducted a round table on domestic
violence in Eastern Europe.

• Hosted first annual Human Rights Fair
for Twin Cities students.

• Launched the First Annual
International Women’s Day
Celebration. Continued annual 
event throughout the years.

• Co-sponsored a Death Penalty
Conference in Minneapolis.

• Co-sponsored, with 7 Hmong agencies,
an informational meeting on changes
in immigration and welfare laws.

• Presented to local immigrant groups
on recent changes in immigration law.

• Facilitated a strategy session for 
directors of local Mutual Assistance
Associations to develop a platform of
action in response to changes in 
welfare law.

• Commemorated Human Rights Day
with the first annual event on
December 10, 1997.

1993-1997T I M E L I N E
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Former Board member, Paula Richey

Don Fraser and Richard Goldstone at the 
13th Annual Human Rights Awards Dinner



• Distributed over 39,000 copies of Many
Faces of Immigration , a newspaper
supplement featuring immigrants and
refugees in southwest Minnesota.

• Sponsored a study seminar to 
El Salvador.

• Launched the annual Refugee and
Immigrant Program Celebration of
Community and Diversity.

• Co-sponsored “One Tree, Many Roots:
A Nation of Stories,” an essay contest
on refugee and immigrant issues for
middle school students in Minnesota.

• Hosted an informational meeting on
immigration law for local Sudanese
immigrants and refugees.

• Co-sponsored “Immigration Law for
Employers,” a seminar for Minnesota
employers on legal requirements for
hiring immigrants.

• Educated hundreds of Minnesota 
students on child labor and on the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Research

• Sent a delegation to Mexico to 
conduct field research on the 
Mexican judiciary.

• Collected and analyzed information
supporting the U.N. War Crimes
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

• Sent a delegation to Mexico shortly
after the uprising in Chiapas to 
investigate the arbitrary executions
and torture committed by the Mexican
military, military bombings of civilian
communities, disappearances of 
civilians, and lack of access to certain
indigenous communities. Also 
conducted human rights investigations
in Oaxaca, Mexico.

• Sent trial observers to political trials
in Egypt and Malawi. Observed legal
proceedings against five members of
the Greek minority party in Albania,
known as Omonia, who were charged
with espionage.

• Investigated the massacre of 17 
civilians in the Mexican State of
Guerrero.

• Investigated human rights violations
against women in Haiti.

• Investigated domestic violence as a
human rights violation in Bulgaria 
and Romania. Conducted preliminary
research and documentation of
employment discrimination and 
sexual harassment in Bulgaria.

• Sent a delegation to Nepal to 
investigate and document domestic
violence as a human rights abuse.

• Conducted research on child survival,
health and human rights issues in
Mexico, Uganda, and the United
States.

1993-1997T I M E L I N E
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Former Deputy Director Nancy Arnison Peter Thompson speaking at the Cambodia hearings



Advocacy

• Launched the Stop Violence Against
Women website (www.stopvaw.org) to
provide information, advocacy tools,
technical assistance and an on-line
forum for networking for advocates to
address violence against women in
Central and Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union.

• Launched the Campaign Against
Forced Labor in Nepal.

• Established the Battered Immigrant,
Refugee and Undocumented Women
and Children Project.

• Petitioned the British House of Lords
and Home Secretary to allow the
extradition of General Augusto
Pinochet to Spain to face charges of
crimes against humanity.

• Met with U.S. Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright and National
Security Council Chairman Sandy
Berger to recommend actions in
Kosovo and China.

• Provided a training for police officers,
volunteers, and activists in Nepal who
work with victims of violence.

• Conducted a series of seminars on
women’s human rights with human
rights activists in three cities in
Bulgaria.

• Participated in a coalition of human
rights groups to place human rights
concerns in China on the agenda of
the U.S./China summit meetings.

• Assisted with Congressional enact-
ment of The Torture Victims Relief
Act.

• Distributed membership actions on
Kosovo, Afghanistan, Burma, Nigeria,
Zimbabwe, Nepal, Mexico, China,
Tunisia, DRC (Congo), Guinea-Bissau,
Liberia, Turkey, and Sierra Leone.

• Attended Diplomatic Conference in
Rome on the International Criminal
Court and worked for creation of the
Court.

• Arranged representation of death row
inmates in California, Texas and Florida.
Volunteer attorneys Steve Pincus and
Chuck Lloyd won the release of Albert
Burrell from death row at the
Louisiana State Penitentiary.

• Assisted with the case of Hetherwick
Ntaba, an opposition political leader in
Malawi, resulting in the charges
against him being dropped.

• Attended meeting of the ambassadors
and trade ministers of the countries of
the Southern African Development
Community.

• Presented to the Vienna Plus Five
Conference on the status of the rights
of refugees, child survival, and the
rights of women.

• Provided legal representation to 
asylum seekers and launched the
Minnesota Asylum Network with the
Center for Victims of Torture and
Physicians for Human Rights to 
provide free medical and psychological
evaluations to asylum seekers.

1998-2002T I M E L I N E
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Harold Stassen at the 15th Annual
Human Rights Awards Dinner

2001 Lindquist & Vennum  
Death Penalty Team 



• Presented the B.I.A.S. Project to the
United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland,
as part of the U.N. session on racism as
a human rights issue.

• Assisted The Coalition Against Torture
and Racial Discrimination in drafting a
shadow report on U.S. compliance
with the U.N. Convention on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

• Sponsored a workshop at the Makerere
University School of Law in Uganda
on children’s and women’s rights, child
survival strategies, social development,
and poverty reduction.

• Launched the One School at a Time
Project with a school for children in a
rural village of Nepal to provide 
children with their human right to
education and to prevent child labor.

• Launched the Human Rights Education
for Community Change Project, an 
initiative to help schools in Greater
Minnesota adapt to the changing
demographics of their communities.

• Provided legal services to an 
increasing number of East African 
asylum seekers and torture victims
fleeing persecution. Successfully
blocked the federal government’s
attempts to deport Somali immigrants
back to war-torn Somalia.

• Participated in the Forgotten Refugees
Campaign, a national effort carried out
by community-based agencies to restore
justice to the U.S. asylum system.

• Founded the Minnesota Detention
Project in 2001 to provide immigration
detainees with legal advice in 
advance of immigration hearings, in 
collaboration with Centro Legal, the
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota,
and William Mitchell College of Law.

• Launched the Children’s Asylum
Project with Faegre and Benson, LLP
to represent the growing population of
children seeking asylum and special
juvenile immigrant status.

• Launched the Rights Sites Project
with a network of schools in

Minneapolis and St. Paul to promote
human rights education in the 
classroom.

• Convened a community forum to 
discuss the human rights abuses in
Gujarat, India.

• Joined with the Minnesota AIDS
Project to screen its clients’ asylum
cases and provide immigration 
consultations.

Education

• Created the curriculum, Good Things
Happen When Students Take Action.

• Worked with local partners in Mexico
to hold regional workshops there on
child health and child survival as
human rights issues.

• Gave multiple presentations on 
immigration throughout the Midwest,
including Worthington, Winona,
Mankato, Northfield, Fargo, and Sioux
Falls.

1998-2002T I M E L I N E
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1998 Volunteer Award Recipients
Laura Danielson and her daughter,
Mara Hvistendahl

Delina Fico, Sonila Qirjaku, Valdet Sala, Arvonne F raser, Loretta Frederick, Radhika
Coomaraswamy, and Cheryl Thomas at the 14th Annual Human Rights Awards Dinner



• Celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights by hosting town hall forums at
Minneapolis and St. Paul City Halls
and participating in symposia hosted
by the University of Minnesota. 

• Led workshops at “Stand Together for
Human Rights,” a Midwest celebration
of the Universal Declaration held at
Northwestern University Law School.

• Provided information on recent 
immigration-related legislative
changes to immigrant and refugee
populations, as well as an estimated
1,500 educators, social workers, and
school district staff development 
coordinators.

• Provided testimony to the Minnesota
State Legislature on immigration
issues.

• Presented on women’s human rights
at the Amnesty International Annual
General Meeting and the Minnesota
State Bar Association’s annual 
convention.

• Made several presentations on child
survival and economic, social, and 
cultural rights to law and medical 
students, public health workers, and
human rights advocates. Created
classroom activities, trained teachers,
and wrote curriculum drafts aimed at
presenting information about a child’s
right to survival and development.

• Sponsored a human rights education
fair for local and national participants
in the Amnesty International Annual
General Meeting.

• Recruited and trained new volunteer
attorneys to provide legal services to
asylum seekers.

• Provided technical training and 
assistance to NGOs, community 
advocates, and government officials in
Uganda to promote the child’s right to
survive.

• Provided training on women’s human
rights for advocates, volunteers, and
the National Police Academy in
Kathmandu, Nepal.

• Trained Hennepin County employees
on immigrant and refugee issues.

• Brought together more than 150 
individuals from over 75 organizations
in three regional meetings on human
rights and immigration issues in
Minnesota for The Human Rights
Education for Community Change
Project.

• Worked with the Human Rights
Resource Center to produce and 
distribute 30,000 copies of U.N.
Convention on the Rights of the Child .

• Sponsored a symposium featuring the
former Secretary of State, Madeleine
K. Albright.

• Joined with the defense bar in
Minnesota after 9/11 to organize and
train volunteer lawyers to provide
legal assistance to foreign nationals in
FBI interviews and co-sponsored a
legal forum on issues facing the Arab,
Muslim, and Somali communities
since 9/11.

1998-2002T I M E L I N E

22

Sheila Wellstone, Molly Wilson,
Madeleine Albright, and Board member
Marlene Kayser at a 2001 event with 
the former Secretary of State as 
Keynote Speaker

Faegre and Benson Pro Bono Asylum Team



• Launched the Women’s Human Rights
Speaker Series, a monthly forum on
issues facing women around the world.

• Co-sponsored a regional conference
on race issues and accommodating
diversity through building inclusive
communities, with an attendance of
several hundred people from five
states.

• Launched a human rights teacher
workshop series.

• Trained lawyers and law students on
the Inter-American System of Human
Rights in Ayacucho, Peru.

• Co-sponsored an “Art & Activism”
training to explore human rights
issues through various art media.

• Sent a delegation to the Women’s
Human Rights Conference in Mexico.

Research

• Investigated domestic violence in
Nepal and Macedonia.

• Launched the Sex Discrimination and
Sexual Harassment in Poland Project
at the invitation of the Women’s Rights
Center in Warsaw, Poland.

• Conducted research and documented
trafficking in women and domestic 
violence as human rights violations,
and the legal system’s response to
these issues in Armenia, Moldova,
Ukraine, and Uzbekistan.

• Collaborated with Georgetown
University’s Law School to publish
two reports on human rights abuses
against women in Poland.

• Presented a report on domestic 
violence in Armenia in the capital 
of Yerevan.

• Sent a team of 10 attorneys to monitor,
and ultimately contribute to, the TRC
process in Peru.

1998-2002T I M E L I N E
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Steve and Cathy Carlson at 15th
Annual  Human Rights Awards

Dinner

1998 Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi Asylum Team



Advocacy

• Presented statements on Minnesota
Advocates’ work in transitional justice
in Peru and Sierra Leone to the 55th
Session of the U.N. Sub-Commission
on the Promotion and Protection of
Human Rights.

• Challenged U.S. deportation practices
to Somalia in legal challenges before
the Circuit Court of Appeals for the
Eighth Circuit and the U.S. Supreme
Court in cases, including Keyse Jama
v. INS , in which volunteer lawyers
argued against the deportation of
client Keyse Jama to Somalia.

• Provided free legal representation and
advice to over 1,000 asylum seekers,
refugees and immigrants each year.
Recruited and trained panels of 
volunteer interpreters who handled
over hundreds of interpreting and
translating assignments for asylum
clients.

• Worked to defeat the reintroduction of
capital punishment in Minnesota,
including coordinating witnesses to
testify against the death penalty in the
Minnesota Legislature.

• Hosted International Women’s Day,
Human Rights Day, and the Human
Rights Awards Dinner each year. 

• Testified at a Congressional briefing
on deaths in immigration custody.

• Participated in a national coalition
responding to the U.S. reports on 
compliance with the Covenant Against
Torture (CAT) and co-authored the
immigration-related sections of the
coalition’s shadow report.

• Authored the NGO shadow report 
section on the rights of non-citizens
and briefed the U.N. Human Rights
Committee about U.S. violations of the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) concerning
asylum seekers and other non-citizens. 

• Served as Chair of the Detention
Watch Network, the only national
coalition in the United States that
works for the rights of immigrant
detainees.

• Submitted amicus briefs in three 
asylum cases before the U.S. Courts 
of Appeals or Board of Immigration
Appeals.

• Obtained a reversal of conviction in
the U.S. Supreme Court for Martin
Draughon, who was on death row in
Texas, through pro bono attorneys
working with The Advocates.

• Provided expert testimony and 
comments on proposed legislation and
regulations related to refugee and
immigrant issues to federal agencies,
the U.S. Congress, and the Minnesota
Legislature.

• Educated the public about the human
rights implications of proposed 
legislation for refugee and immigrant
communities via forums, trainings 
sessions, and panel discussions.

• Co-sponsored the Rally to Stop
Genocide, organized by the Save
Darfur Initiative as part of the “Million
Voices for Darfur” campaign. 

• Testified at the MN Legislature about
a bill to divest interests in Sudan. 

• Served on the national steering 
committee of ProBono.Net’s
Immigration Advocacy Network to
develop a national online resource for 
immigration legal advocates.
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• Provided immigration legal advice at
the Park Avenue Foundation/
Volunteer Lawyers Network Walk-In
Legal Advice Clinic, the Minnesota
AIDS Project, the Center for Victims
of Torture, the Center for Families,
and the St. Paul Public Schools LEAP
Academy.

• Served as co-chair of the Minnesota
State Bar Association’s Human Rights
Committee.

• Led a fact-finding mission to the
Republic of Georgia to conduct
research on domestic violence and
child abuse, as commissioned by a
consortium of United Nations’ 
agencies.

• Coordinated legal services at the
Bloomington Immigration Court for
individuals detained as a result of the
raids at Swift plants in December 2006
and acted as liaison with legal service
providers in the state of Georgia. 

• Coordinated the Minnesota Detention
Project to provide free legal services to
immigration detainees at their first
court appearances.

• Collaborated with Minnesota Council
of Churches, Hennepin County Office
of Multicultural Services, and the
Minnesota Department of Health on a
joint project that connects new asylees
with available services and support. 

• Launched the Liberian Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Diaspora
Project to include Liberians who fled
the conflict in the TRC process;
trained more than 600 volunteers in
the United States and United
Kingdom to take statements from
Liberians in 8 cities. 

• Hosted the annual Human Rights
Awards Dinner, acknowledging work
of human rights advocates in the field
and celebrating accomplishments of
The Advocates’ staff, Board, and 
volunteers.

Education

• Trained women from Central and
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet
Union on how to use and manage the
StopVAW website as National Violence
Against Women (NVAW) Monitors. 

• Launched a monthly National 
Security Speakers Series and a Death
Penalty Brown Bag Lunch Series 
co-sponsored with Dorsey & Whitney
LLP, covering topics including 
reinstatement efforts in Wisconsin, the
role of the media in explaining capital
cases, the federal death penalty, and
the European view on the death 
penalty during the current state of
war.  

• Provided annual human rights 
education workshops for teachers in
collaboration with local organizations;
implemented human rights curricula
in eight partner schools in the Twin
Cities area, and administered on-site
professional development trainings 
for educators in metro area school 
districts.

• Sponsored a community forum
“Speaking Truth to Justice:  The
Peruvian Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.”

• Partnered with touring Broadway play
The Exonerated to educate
Minnesotans about the death penalty.
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• Annually hosted the Immigration and
Asylum Conference and the Human
Rights Law and Policy Conference. 

• Expanded training on immigration
and asylum issues and working 
effectively with asylum seekers,
including training for service
providers, faith communities, 
colleges, universities, law schools, 
government agencies and national
associations.

• Served as adjunct faculty of the
University of Minnesota Law School
Immigration Clinic.

• Established a speaker’s bureau of
immigration lawyers who speak to
classroom, community, and legal 
gatherings about immigration issues
and immigration law.  

• Collaborated with Intermedia Arts to
create the Moving Lives Speaker
Bureau, made up of immigrant artists
who address human rights issues
through various art media. 

• Hosted ten legal professionals from
the Republic of Georgia for a 
two-week training on domestic 

violence legal reform. The Georgians,
all lawyers, drafted laws on domestic 
violence in the former Soviet republic.

•Traveled to Sofia, Bulgaria, to conduct
training for a new court monitoring
program to be launched in three cities
in Bulgaria. Collaborated with the
Open Society Institute and WATCH,
the Minneapolis-based court-
monitoring organization, to train 
people to follow cases of family and
sexual violence and to provide 
feedback to local justice systems. 

• Worked with the American Embassy in
Bulgaria to train over 100 police and
judges on implementing the country’s
new domestic violence law and 
organized three conferences in Sofia
and Varna on the new law.

• Conducted training in London for
Amnesty International's European
staff on documenting domestic 
violence as a human rights abuse.

• Launched the Torture Destroys Us All
campaign to catalyze and inform a 
discussion on the use of torture during
wartime.

• Launched the Energy of a Nation
website – www.energyofanation.org – 
a website dedicated to providing 
accurate and up-to-date information
about immigration in the U.S. and
Minnesota, pending immigration-
related legislation, reports, resources,
community events, and curriculum.

• Provided information to the Minnesota
Court Interpreter Program, which led
to the adoption of new rules for 
complaint procedures and sanctions
for improper interpreter conduct. 

• Presented on international human
rights and current global issues of 
concern, such as immigration, to stu-
dents and faculty at colleges and 
universities, including Hamline,
Macalester, St. Thomas, the University
of Minnesota, and the University of
Wisconsin.

• Collaborated with Pangea World
Theater on a dramatic production,
Journey to Safety , based on the 
findings of the battered refugee and
immigrant women project report.
Trained police, judges, social service
workers, and community groups on
the criminal justice system’s response
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to battered refugee and immigrant
women throughout Minnesota. 

• Created a training video of Journey to
Safety and corresponding facilitator’s
guide, and distributed them at a
national conference of criminal justice 
professionals.

• Hosted a Women’s Human Rights Film
Series with The Friends of the Saint
Paul Public Library to present and
discuss important films documenting
women’s human rights issues 
throughout the world. 

• Presented the Human Rights and
Justice Film Series in partnership
with the Friends of the Saint Paul
Public Library and The Innocence
Project of Minnesota. 

• Co-sponsored the Immigration
Speaker Series with Fredrikson &
Byron, P.A., exploring issues such as
protecing due process in Nigeria and
providing asylum legal services in the
United States.

• Initiated the Children’s Human Rights
Speaker Series at Faegre & Benson
LLP, covering topics such as the girl

child, infant mortality, and child 
soldiers.

• Co-presented with Briggs and Morgan,
P.A. the Women’s Human Rights
Speaker Series, covering topics
including progress in legal reform on
violence against women in Central
Asia and the Caucasus, women’s rights
in Islam, and human trafficking.

• Educated the public about 
immigrants’ contributions at the
“Immigration Fuels Our Nation” booth
at the 2006 Minnesota State Fair,
where volunteers and staff distributed 
thousands of buttons and hundreds 
of fact sheets.

• Hosted the Immigration Roundtable,
featuring local Department of
Homeland Security leadership, 
St. Paul Police Chief Harrington,
Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia of the
National Immigration Forum, and
local immigration advocates.

• Partnered with Fredrikson & Byron,
P.A. to present the Human Rights
Lecture Series, covering topics 
ranging from the intersection of
human rights and national security 

to housing and health care as human
rights.

Research 

• Led two teams of volunteers to take
statements from Liberians in
Buduburam Refugee Settlement in
Ghana.

• Launched the Battered Refugee &
Immigrant Women Documentation
Project with a team of ten local 
attorneys engaged in a major 
fact-finding and reporting effort to 
document barriers faced by battered
refugee and immigrant women in
Minnesota.

• Developed a program for training 
volunteers to conduct human rights
monitoring.

• Conducted fact-finding in Sierra
Leone on the transitional justice
process, including the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and
Special Court for Sierra Leone. Staff
and volunteers also traveled to The
Hague to interview individuals at the
International Criminal Court for the
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Former Yugoslavia and the
International Criminal Court about
the Special Court for Sierra Leone.  

• Launched the Post-9/11 Project to
assess the government’s response to
acts of terrorism and the resultant
impact on Minnesota’s immigrant
communities.

• Trained volunteer attorneys to 
conduct fact-finding interviews among
the Oromo people in the local 
community with the goal of raising
awareness and providing information
for advocacy efforts to improve the
human rights situation in Ethiopia.

• Traveled to Tajikistan at the invitation
of organizations in Dushanbe to 
document domestic violence as a
human rights violation. Held meeting
and interviews with a visiting 
delegation of government officials
from Tajikistan, including a Supreme
Court Justice and Deputy Director of
Internal Affairs.

• Deputy Director Jennifer Prestholdt
authored Familiar Tools, Emerging
Issues, a tactical notebook on adapting
human rights monitoring methodology
to emerging human rights issues for
CVT’s New Tactics Human Rights
Project.

• Returned to Peru to monitor the 
Government’s implementation of the
TRC’s recommendations.
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